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INDOOR / OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Curriculum Links:
- Numeracy

TIMETABLES

SALVADOR DALI was a prominent Spanish 
surrealist painter born in 1904.
Melting clocks - a rejection that time is rigid?

Check Out:
‘The Persistence of Memory’     
www.salvador-dali.org 
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This lesson assumes that the children understand the 24-hour clock.  Make use of the teacher’s expertise in grouping the 
pupils.

Introduction 
Begin the session by asking the children questions regarding timetables – not times tables!  Make a list of where timetables 
are used?  What about the class timetable?  Show an enlarged version of the class timetable.  Which headings are used and 
what elements are featured most commonly, e.g. days of the week; time of day; break times; members of sta�; etc.?  
Consider the timetable for the class above/below.  What similarities & di�erences would there be?                                                                                                                                                  

Supply the children with copies of a rail timetable and give them a few minutes to look at the information shown.  Notice the 
symbols, headings, days, times, etc.  Why is the 24-hour digital clock used?  Discuss why timetables are important - include 
the need for accuracy and being up-to-date.              

Challenge  
Give each child a copy of the worksheet, explaining that this is a simplified version of a rail timetable.  Ask the teacher to 
clarify the learning objective and example on the top right hand side of the sheet.  The coloured columns are ‘di�erentiated’ 
in order of di�culty (A – lower ability; B – average ability; C – higher ability) for a typical Year 4 class.  

Activity 
The children should work through the activity sheet with support when necessary.  The teacher will decide when marking will 
be appropriate.

Outcomes
Prior to the lesson prepare a short quiz using the rail timetables.  Arrange the children in small groups with a ‘team leader’.  
As Quizmaster, use quick fire questions to establish if the children are becoming proficient at using the 24-hour clock and 
related rail timetable questions.  This will probably be a noisy end to the session but a most enjoyable one!

Independent Learning
Can the children plan a journey from home to the nearest city or seaside town using the rail timetables on line?   


