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Young Arts Arriva

Revitalising 
Burnley Central

Legacy
The value of this project to the East Lancashire Community 
Rail Partnership and the railway cannot be overstated.

The project resulted in;
• Collaboration between CRL and the University of 

Manchester’s ‘Multilingual Manchester’ research faculty 
• Further work within the school to enhance children’s 

knowledge of, and passion for, their local area 
• A vibrant, pleasant station 
• 
• Increased representation of the local community at the 

station through diverse artwork
• Increased the awareness of children of their local train 

service
• Increased ridership with the ‘Passport to Safe Rail Travel’

With special thanks to;
• Burnley St. Peter’s CofE Primary School 
• ‘Multilingual Manchester’ at the University of Manchester
• Gravel and Sugar Film Productions
• Alastair Nicholson
• Northern and Virgin in the Community

• 

The project was part-funded by 
the Designated Community Rail 

Development Fund.

•

Children examining their artwork

Filming taking place in school
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Why Burnley Central? Outcomes of the project

Burnley Central is situated on the East Lancashire line 
(Preston to Colne), with a direct train service operating 
from Manchester Victoria via the newly restored 
Todmorden Curve. 
 
Burnley is a diverse market town in Lancashire, near 
both Manchester and Preston. The town is surrounded 
by countryside, and has a reputation as a centre for 
manufacturing and the aerospace industries, as well as 
one of Lancashire’s most prominent mill towns.  

Burnley Central station was in need of reinvigoration 
and brightening. The addition of colourful and diverse 
language-based artwork was planned to enhance the 
environment as well as to increase local community 
pride. 

The project involved local schoolchildren from Burnley 
St Peter’s CofE Primary School as well as the University 
of Manchester’s ‘Multilingual Manchester’ research faculty. 

Outcomes and outputs achieved include:
• -

age 
• Community engagement
• Youth engagement
• Greater representation of the diverse community at 

the station
• Engagement with new groups including Manchester 

University
• Revitalised station environment
• Highly positive feedback from all groups involved

• A sense of community pride 
• A greater understanding of rail safety and sustainable 

travel for local children
• Enhanced station environment 
• Increased youth engagement with transport networks 

locally 
• Promotion for our partners including the University of 

Manchester

Children producing fantastic and creative language-based artwork

The moment of unveiling


