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Education Network - Note of Meeting - Session 4 

Date: 19th April 2018  

Present: 

Daisy Chapman-Chamberlain 

Richard Watts 

Brian Haworth 

Bob Whitehouse 

Vicky Cropper 

Marion Atkinson 

Megan Townsend  

Billy Bradshaw   

Notes: 

Marion Atkinson - WiCR, Merseytravel and Community Rail.  
- Marion outlined the aims and achievements of WiCR, as well as detailing their next 6 months’ planned activities 
including production of a film to promote careers in Community Rail in schools, supporting Community Rail in 
the City, EqualiTEA events and the Bolton Gala event.  
 
- The group discussed the function of codes of conducts within Community Rail Parnterships and other groups.  
 
- Marion and Billy Bradshaw then outlined education work within Merseytravel and with Community Rail 
Lancashire. Billy explained the youth education and transition phases work he undertakes, including Year 6 trips 
and visits to focus on safety and responsible behaviour. He emphasised the need to communicate safety 
information.  
 
- Billy also explained the Positive Response youth work they had previously undertaken to identify issues on 
trains and at stations, which had major results on young people who gather at stations, where officers were able 
to approach and engage them.  
 
- Marion detailed a wide range of projects within Merseytravel that have been and currently are underway, 
particularly at local levels, working with schools in socio-economically deprived areas, generating artwork and 
improving access to rail. A particular focus on STEM involvement with schools is being pursued to encourage 
careers in rail.  
 
- Marion also discussed Merseytravel’s work with CRL including promotional events, sharing of best practise, 
attendance at Merseytravel team meetings, Women Who Wander, Make a Beeline for the Station, the Railway 
Confidence Programme, Together we are tRAILblazers and through the West of Lancashire CRP.  
 
- Megan Townsend offered to put the group in touch with ‘Learn Live’ officers at Network Rail who would be available to 
go into schools with CRP officers to discuss safety.  
 
Toolkits  
- The group went through CRL’s toolkits for educational engagement and provided valuable feedback including 
points on construction, contents, ease of use and function, as well as adding in core subjects and ensuring CRPs 
know that these are available from CRL.  
- All feedback will be taken into account when the boxes are re-printed and the group, as well as wider CRPs, 
will be made aware of their availability. 
 



	

Community Rail Lancashire Ltd., Registered in England No. 09999437 is a Company Limited by Guarantee 
Registered Office: Accrington Station, Eagle Street, Accrington, Lancashire BB5 1LJ 

t: 01254 386579 e: info@communityraillancashire.co.uk 
 

	

Education Network Structure  
- The group agreed that the current structure of the education network needs revitalising to give members the 
best possible benefits.  
- The proposed new structure is as follows;  
 
A standard meeting  
A webinar or teleconference meeting to discuss interim issues  
A training day or half-day on a topic from outside community rail as decided by members 
A webinar or teleconference meeting  
A trip by members to a CRP for a hands-on experience/tour to learn from best practise (suggested by Vicky C) 
 
- These will take place roughly 3 months apart. Following the trip, the structure cycles back to a standard 
meeting.  
- Marion A suggested that having a teacher or headteacher come to discuss how to attract and 
work well with schools would be an ideal first training session. Members are invited to comment 
on this and make suggestions as to further training sessions.  
- Bob W also pointed out this would be a useful training session at a DfT/ACoRP session/conference in the future 
for all CRPs.  
- Megan T offered Square One in Manchester as a potential venue for any future meetings if the location suits the 
group.  
 
The new structure was agreed by the members present. All members are invited to make any 
comments by email or at the next meeting as may be necessary.  
 
Community Rail Youth Board 
- Marion/Billy suggested attending a meeting of Liverpool City Region’s Youth Assembly would be useful. Daisy C 
Is also attending the Manchester Youth Assembly.  
- Marion A suggested that the concept might be repeating the work of city youth assemblies and that perhaps the 
same aim might be achieved by approaching them with queries and issues within rail and community rail as and 
when they arise.  
- Vicky C raised the issue that ensuring the board’s suggestions are listened to would be key; rather than 
producing reports and recommendations that are not acknowledged or implemented. She also raised that the 
group would need to have a wide range of interests and would require an initial session/sessions to learn about 
rail and community rail processes.  
 
CRP updates; 
 

 

A.O.B and next meeting:  

No A.O.B. 

As per the agreed new structure, the next meeting will be a teleconference or webinar. Members are asked to 
please state their preference out of the following dates, and also any time preference they may have;  

July 11th  

July 17th  

July 19th  

Location: Webinar/teleconference 

 

Attached to these notes; x2 presentations from Marion Atkinson, Community Rail Youth Board 
draft paper, agreed new structure of Education Network. 

Comments on both papers are invited by email or can be made at the next meeting if required. 


