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The Blackburn – Chorley line was 
opened in 1865 and ran for 21 miles 
between Blackburn, Chorley and 
Wigan. Cherry Tree Station was built 
by the Blackburn and Preston Railway 
Company who opened their line on 3rd 
June 1846. The total length of the line 
from Cherry Tree junction to Chorley 
was 7 miles 60 chains (a chain being 
22yds or 66ft). It cost over £500,000 
which was very costly for a railway of 
7.25 miles in Victorian times. Cherry 
Tree Station has been in existence 
since 1865 and was primarily used as a 
means of transportation of coal to the 
different mills in the local area.

WELCOME TO CHERRY TREE STATION

SPOT THE
DIFFERENCE
Over the years Cherry Tree Station and village have  
undergone a number of refurbishments, developments  
and modernization.

During the industrial revolution train 
lines were needed in order to transport 
all sorts of goods across the country. 

In recent years the gradual loss of 
manufacturing has led to a decline in 
the number of railway stations and 
lines being used today. Rural stations 
such as Feniscowles, Withnell,  
Brisncall and Heapey are no longer in 
existence although larger towns like 
Blackburn and Chorley still need their 
stations in order to transport people 
rather than goods.

As you leave the station and walk into 
Cherry Tree Village, you will notice 
a few things have changed since 
the Station was officially opened in 
1865. There once was a mill across 
from where you are stood now, which 
provided a lot of employment and 
homes for its workers in Cherry Tree. 
Unfortunately it is not here today. 
The Station pub was built to provide 
refreshments for the thirsty train 
passengers. It  is still a busy pub today 
and used by the residents of Cherry 

Tree. St Francis C.E Primary School 
was originally situated in the village, 
however due to the increase demand 
on places it was relocated in 1939 to 
Cherry Tree Lane. The village still has 
a number of shops and residential 
buildings which have not changed 
much over the years and as you walk 
about Cherry Tree, you might be able 
to identify some of the buildings 
original features as well as the new 
modern ones.

Enjoy your walk.

In the past Cherry Tree Station had a range 
of outbuildings along the station line, 
including a Signal Box and a Ticket Office, 
which had a shelf lined with buckets 
full of water in case of a fire hazard. In 
the olden days, being a Station Master 
was quite an honourable position; you 
were highly respected in the community. 
A Station Master had many different 
responsibilities such as controlling the 
station, managing the staff and checking 
if the trains were running on time. He was 
also responsible for ensuring a nice warm 
fire was available at all times for first class 
passengers in the waiting room.

Today the station looks very different.  
The Signal Box and Ticket Office have 
both gone along with the position of 
Station Master. Today you will find 
a waiting shelter and a variety of 
information displays. Tickets cannot be 
obtained from the station, but from the 
conductor on the train or at main stations 
such as Blackburn and Preston. 

Take a look around our station, which 
buildings are still in existence and use 
from the original photograph (right)?

THEN NOW

Today you probably arrived at Cherry 
Tree Station on a diesel train. Modern 
trains are faster, quieter and use up 
to the date technologies to help them 
transport passengers along the tracks. 
Moderns trains are actually shorter in 
length than their steam counterparts as 
they no longer need to pull carriages 
full of coal or materials to the different 
factories along this line. 

Today most trains just carry passengers 
– just like you!

Trains used to run on coal, creating lots 
of steam, smoke and smells. It was a 
very hard and physical job being a train 
driver as it was your responsibility to 
ensure that the boiler and furnace was 
constantly stoked. 

Did you know that steam trains still 
travel on this line today?

THEN NOW


