
Check out:
- bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/world_war2/evacuation/

Check out:
- keepontrack.scoil.net.ie for children’s poetry

POETRY in LOCOMOTION
MATERIALS REQUIRED
- Access to the internet
- Copies of ‘From a Railway Carriage’

Evacuees - September 1939
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Introduction
Display the UK National Rail map on an interactive TV/whiteboard.  Ask for comments 
about the stylised version of the map.  Test the children’s locational knowledge by 
asking them to find the major cities, coastal towns, towns with football teams, capital 
cities, etc.  Allow time for discussion and questioning, which could include finding 
‘routes’ from the nearest station to di�erent destinations.  Refer to the key and symbols 
detailing principle routes and stations, include direction and compass points.  Compare 
an enlarged road map section with the railway version and ask the children to find the 
similarities and di�erences.   

Challenge - pairs or small groups
How could the children become involved in ‘adopting’ their local railway station?   Refer 
to the ‘Station Adoption’ section www.acorp.uk.com for initial ideas.  What are the 
principle ideas behind adopting a station?  List the children’s ideas for use during the 
activity.  

Ask the children to design a poster or leaflet to advertise their local railway station.  
How could you draw attention to the local travel facility?  

Activity
The children could use sketches, maps, plans, timetables, digital images, etc.  to make 
their posters/leaflets as persuasive to their audience as possible.  Consider the 
information to be included, colours, size of fonts, layout etc. (This type of activity will 
take longer than your session – leave the teacher to organise the completion of the art 
work.) Take photographs as the children progress.

Outcomes
With adult support, the children could communicate with their local station group and 
become involved with aspects of station adoption.  Could this involvement influence 
their families, local passengers, trade, holiday links?

Independent Learning
Find out how cargo is moved about by rail in the U.K.  What benefits to the environment 
does rail travel o�er?

 

Introduction – following a railway journey
Enlarge an image of Charles Rossiter’s ‘To Brighton and Back for 3s 6d’, 1859, explain the artist and title.  Ask the children 
to discuss and make notes of the passengers’ appearance, body language and groupings.  Why is there a need for 
umbrellas?  What appears to be covering the gentleman’s top hat, and why?  Who is entertaining the little girl at the front, 
and how?  The young man looks like he is trying to persuade his lady – what could they be discussing?  The gentleman 
on the right is deep in thought – where could he be going and why?  How does the artist portray the atmosphere of a 
train journey in Victorian times?  Allow time for the children to consider the similarities and di�erences with those on a 
present-day train.  

Listen/watch the YouTube version of ‘The Night Mail’ by W.H. Auden.   Do the children understand what a ‘Night Train’ was 
used for?  The poem’s rhythm imitates the train wheels as they clatter over the track sections, beginning slowly then 
picking up speed and consequently receding at its destination.   

Both the image and poem evoke emotions and feelings, which create mood.  Setting, tone and rhythm are used to 
suggest motion and speed.

Challenge  
Can the children compile a list of adjective that suggest motion and speed?  (e.g. action, flow, operate, flight, locomotion, 
passage, roaming, voyaging, high, full, top, constant, idle, excessive, fast, rapid, alarming, etc.)  Build up a list of railway 
connected vocabulary, which could also include onomatopoeic words, for example, clickety-clack, clackety-clack, clang, 
dash, rattle, thump, screech, etc.

Activity 
Present each child with a copy of ‘From a Railway Carriage’ by Robert Louis Stevenson.  Read through and discuss the 
imagery, rhythm and mood.  Can the children draw on their train ride experience to create their own ‘From a Railway 
Carriage’ poem?  Use images, word lists, diary entries, photographs, etc.  Allow plenty of time for this activity.  Include 
alliteration – robust, roaming railway tracks; flightless, fleeting fiery dragon; patient, passengers peering perceptively, etc. 
Display familiar station names, towns, places of interest, landmarks, etc. seen during their journey.  Children could 
illustrate their work. 

Outcomes
Read some of the poems aloud, asking for positive feedback.  Was the poet able to convey the sights, sounds and 
atmosphere of the train ride?  Which words were used to create mood?   Display the poems and read aloud to other 
pupils.

Independent Learning
T.S. Eliot’s ‘Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats’ was published in 1939.  It is a collection of whimsical poems which later 
became the basis for Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musical ‘Cats’.   ‘Skimbleshanks: The Railway Cat’ is portrayed as a figure of 
great importance in the train’s operation.  Watch the video on YouTube.

 

Skimbleshanks: The Railway Cat by T.S. Eliot

Download:
- Evacuees

Download:
- Skimbleshanks

‘From a Railway Carriage’
by R. L. Stevenson


