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Early Years and KS1 education outline 

 

CRL recognises that the best time to engage children is when they are young, to ensure 
they can sustain a lifelong passion for the railway. Introducing children at this age will ensure 

they know how to travel safely later in life, as well as attracting their families to use the 
railway as an activity in it’s own right, due to the age of the children. In the future, CRL 
might consider providing activity packs for children to use with parents following the 

session, to ensure a high rate of continued train use.  

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

A key focus in EYFS is Understanding the World (UtW)– part of the Development Matters 
(DM) guidance. The relevant Early Learning Goal (ELG) is;  

Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living 
things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments 
might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some 
things occur, and talk about changes.  

There are several other sections to the DM, just as in the Curriculum. However, due to the 
structure of learning in EYFS, CRL should only focus on UtW initially, in order to provide a 
fully comprehensive and meaningful experience.  

The above ELG will be achieved through the programme as follows; 

1. An initial 15 minute session in school (for both am and pm classes where relevant) 
will introduce CRL staff to the children. Tone and pace of speech is very important. 
CRL staff will show the children a train photo and ask where they think we work. 
Ideally, this is on a Monday.  

2. The children are then taught the safety hand signals – Red, yellow and green hand 
signals with matching word/picture cards. A laminated set will be left in school for 
children to use to teach their friends. 

 

3. CRL staff then show the x4 continuous provision boxes. The 4 areas are; 

 

 

 



 

Community Rail Lancashire Ltd., Registered in England No. 09999437 is a Company Limited by 
Guarantee 

Registered Office: Accrington Station, Eagle Street, Accrington, Lancashire BB5 1LJ 
t: 01254 386579 e: info@communityraillancashire.co.uk 

w:www.downtheline.org.uk 

- Small world creation play 

 
- Role play (including colour card set) – Hats, clothing, whistles, other items (not 

genuine artefacts).  
- Construction (multiple options)  

 
- Mark making – easel with relevant pictures, safety messages, staff photos and words 

attached to encourage children to replicate and mark-make. 

 

More could be created, but these are the key ones for our work. The areas are age-
appropriate, meet the DM requirements, and will allow children to explore and be engaged 
in issues of rail use and safety.  
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4. Children then keep the boxes in class to use during the week. Ideally on Friday, the 
children then come on their train journey. Children will practise hand signals, but can 
also do a mini-line-map on clipboards if the teacher feels the children need an extra 
activity. The length of time for the journey will be determined through discussion 
with the teacher and based on the restrictions of the line.  

5. At school, children are given their badges. Parents will be given a letter containing a 
timetable, a letter explaining the day and a family day ticket (or letter), which will 
ideally invite them to a CRL family day event, or other significant event on one of the 
relevant lines that CRL wishes to publicise. .  

As children may be in am and pm classes (or due to the short length of the trip), they will 
not need lunch, but snack and toilet time needs to be factored in. Talking cannot last for 
more than 10 minutes and must be interactive and entertaining.  
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CRL has made the choice to reserve KS1 engagement for a case-by-case 
decision basis. The following is for reference only.  

Lower Key Stage 1 (LKS1) 

With both LKS1 and UKS1 (Year One and Two), proximity to September and class ability 
must be considered carefully. Ability gaps at this age are wide, and some children in LKS1, 
especially if within the Autumn term, may be best suited to undertaking the EYFS 
programme.  

It would be most beneficial to include learning the safety hand signals above, then undertake 
the programme as outlined for EYFS, with upgraded activities and questioning from staff 
where relevant. These activities could be (but are not limited to); 

- A construction area 
- A role playing area  
- A mark making area 
- A counting numeracy area 
- A map area  
- A sorting area  

CRL will have a box for each relevant activity stored at ACR.  

Teachers will need to be communicated with to ensure the programme suits the class. 
Some LKS1 will be able to undertake i-spy activity sheets, and some will not, so this is 
worth discussing. They will also earn the pin badge and relevant parent pack.  

Children will need time for lunch and toileting, regardless of attendance at ACR. If the 
children are going to another station to return to school, it will need to be in the morning 
with lunch on the train or when returning to school. Preston is not recommended for this 
age group due to the nature of the station.   

 

Upper Key Stage 1 (UKS1) 

UKS1 will still learn the 4 safety hand signals, to gain the pin badge and relevant parent pack. 
UKS1 activities could include (but are not limited to); 

- Sensory poem writing with a frame 
- Shape spotting  
- Simple timetable reading  
- Map making  
- Construction  
- Role play  
- Geographical features identification area 

CRL will have a box for each relevant activity stored at ACR.  
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These activity lists are not exhaustive but present some of the easiest and most accessible 
options for the greatest number of children.  

Children will need time for lunch and toileting, as above. Preston is not recommended for 
this age group due to the nature of the station 


